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What is the Port of Houston  
Authority? 

 

First ,what is the 
Port of Houston 
Authority? 

• PHA is comprised 
of 8 operating 
facilities among 
the 150+ private 
and public facilities 
that line the 
Houston Ship 
Channel.    
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ISO 14001 EMS 

Combination: Compliance and 
Pollution Prevention 

• Strives to go Beyond Compliance 

 

A Business System Applied to 
Environmental Issues 

 

Continual improvement process 
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Air Quality 
Houston-Galveston-Brazoria Area 

 

Nonattainment for Ground-level Ozone 
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What Does Port Houston do 
for air quality? 
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Goods Movement Emission Inventory 

 

• PHA commissioned the first Goods 

Movement Emissions Inventory 

(GMEI) in 2000 (for calendar year 

1997) 

– Updated In 2009, for calendar year 2007 

– Second update for calendar year 2013 is 

nearly complete. 

• Future updates will be every 5 years.   
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2013 PHA Associated Goods  
Movement Emissions (preliminary) 
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Clean Air Strategy Plan 

• PHA’s Clean Air Strategy Plan 
(CASP) is aimed at reducing 
emissions from ocean going 
vessels, harbor vessels, cargo 
handling equipment, locomotives, 
and drayage trucks. 

• The CASP document was 
prepared in 2011 and is currently 
being updated.  
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North America Emission Control  
Area (ECA) 

• The ECA will require ocean-going vessels operating in US 

and Canadian waters to comply with cleaner fuel and new 

engine standards 

• First phase of ECA began August 2012; second phase 

started January 2015; third phase starts January 2016 

• ECA will reduce shipping emissions by 26% for NOx, 

86% for PM2.5, and 96% for SOx.  

 • PHA was instrumental in the 

creation of the ECA.  
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State and Federal Grants 

State and Federal Grants 

• PHA has established a 
proven track-record in 
securing state and federal 
grants for emission 
reductions. 

• In the last 5 years, PHA has 
been awarded $4.9 million in 
EPA grants 

• Since the inception of the 
TCEQ grant program in 2002, 
PHA has been awarded more 
than $2.2 million dollars in 
grants 
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State and Federal Grants 
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State and Federal Grants 

• More recent activities include applying for two EPA DERA 
grants in 2014 to fund onroad drayage truck replacements. 

• One $900,000 grant application submitted in June 2014 
to replace 14 onroad drayage truck has been selected 
for funding 

• Another $900,000 grant application submitted in 
December to replace 25 onroad drayage trucks has 
also been selected for funding 

• PHA partnered with Environmental Defense Fund 
(EDF) on this grant application 
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Operational improvements at 
Bayport and Barbours Cut terminals 
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Container Tracking Mobile App 



WELCOME MESSAGE  |  2 

Optical Character Recognition (OCR) 

Bayport Inbound 
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Optical Character Recognition (OCR) 

Bayport Outbound 
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Optical Character Recognition (OCR) 
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Trucks do not cross traffic 

Old Entrance Truck Gate  - trucks use 

to cross traffic lanes when entering 

Trucks now enter by turning right and 

then cross under Port Road 
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Port Rd at truck exit has been  
restriped  

Stop sign was removed at truck exit and Port Rd. has been restriped to allow 

two lanes of trucks to exit onto road without stopping 
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Flyover from SH 146 to Port Rd 

Southbound SH 146 to 

Port Rd flyover has been 

built 

 

Port Rd to northbound 

SH 146 flyover was 

recently finished 
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Operational Improvements 

Who Benefits? 
 

• Truck Drivers – better gas mileage, no wasted 
trips, and more pay (more trips = more pay) 

 

• PHA – more efficient truck flow means more 
productivity 

 

• Environment – less air emissions released into 
the atmosphere 
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Alternative Fuel Use 

• Diesel and gasoline primarily used in our 
operations 

 

• Biodiesel is not used because it does not 
reduce nitrogen oxides (NOx) 

 

• Natural gas will be evaluated in 2017 for 
use as a fuel in some PHA equipment at 
Bayport terminal 
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Stakeholder Involvement 

• Community 

• Chairman’s Citizens Advisory Council –open line of communication 

between communities in and around the Port of Houston, and the Port 

Commission. 

• Work with the community when seeking permits for dredging and terminal 

construction.   

• Attend local city and community meetings to provide updates on PHA 

operations and to listen to any concerns. 

• Tenants and Port users 

• Apply for grants on behalf our tenants and port users for replacement older 

equipment and vehicles with newer less polluting  equipment and vehicles. 

• Partnering with Environmental Defense Fund 
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THANK YOU 

Name 

Ken Gathright 

Port Houston 

 

Questions? 
713.670.2690 

kgathright@poha.com 

 

www.PortHouston.com 
111 East Loop North 

Houston, TX 77029 

 


